The study was conducted to find out the performance of broiler birds fed different levels of potato meal (PM). The levels of potato meal in the different treatment rations were control 0, 5, 10, and 15 g/kg, respectively. Dietary levels of PM did not affect live weight at 7, 21, 28, 35 and 42 days of age.
Introduction
One of the major problems facing the broiler industry today, particularly the broiler production is the high cost of feeds resulting from shortage of high energy grains (Mmereole 1996; Mmereole 2008) . The grains are known to constitute 60-70% of the broiler feed (Ekenyem 2007) . The high cost of grains are due largely to competition for grains between livestock and human. Some low-income and food deficit countries (LIFDC) have shut down their broiler farms due to high cost of broiler feeds (Ekenyem 2007) . Traditional broiler diet is formulated with high proportion of grains. Maize has traditionally been the ingredient of choice for the supply of energy in monogastric animal diets with inclusion levels of 50-70% (PAN 1995) . It accounts for 18% of the world cereal acreage and about 25% of the world cereal production (Haque 1996) . In the year of 2003-2004 the local production of Wheat and Maize are 1497105 ton and 38055 ton (Hasan et al. 2008) which cannot meet up the demand of human, broiler and livestock. As a result, huge grain is imported each year using hard earn foreign currency. Moreover, use of costly imported grains in diet increases feed cost high enough to limit broiler rearing. Therefore, nutritionists are suggesting to use cheaper unconventional locally available substitute to grains like Cassava Tuber Meal (CTM), potato meal for increasing profitability (Rahman and Reza 1983; Hossain et al. 1989 
Materials and Methods
Potatoes were collected from a local market. After proper washing and cleaning of soil and dust, skins were removed and the flesh was cut in desirable pieces (2mm). Then pieces of raw potato were spread on clean polythene for sun drying. To prevent the formation of fungus during drying of potato, proper care was taken. After sun drying potato was ground mechanically.
The ground potato was kept in airtight polythene bags until used in feed preparation.
The ex per iment wa s cond uct ed in an op en sided a g ab le type t in-shed h ou se. The house was partitioned into 16 pens using wire-net (38cm height) where a group of 6 broilers were randomly allocated to each pen. Each pen was 257cm x 64cm and was allotted for 6 broilers. Kratzer et al. (1987) observed decreased live weight with increasing proportion of PM in diet.
Results and Discussion
They observed that diet with 20% PM reduced live weight. However, the increasing level PM might have failed to correct the nutritive value at most of the ages because raw potato contains some anti-nutritional factors that caused low dry matter digestibility, though the diet contains adequate high quality protein in the feed (Gerpacio et al. 1978) . There was no difference in mortality which could be explained by dietary PM at all ages in broiler (Table 1) . The results agreed with Akintala et al. (2002) . Dietary PM could not modify the dressing yield, breast meat, thigh meat and variation in other parameters (Table 2) , irrespective of age. This result was in accordance with Awojobi and Adekunmi (2002) .
Feed cost was highest in 15g/kg dietary PM group, whereas total production cost per kg broiler was increased by 10% PM than control (0%) and other PM groups (p<0.05) ( A gradual increase in production cost (Table 3) due to increase of dietary PM was in agreement with Maust et al. (2005) . They It may be suggested that potato meal may not be a good substitute to grain for feeding broilers.
Conclusions

